^36]                      Don't Leave Us                        [1805
Had Arthur Wellesley been able to remain in India, had he
possessed the gift of physical immortality enabling him to
stay and guide her through the troubles that lay ahead, how
different might have been the position of affairs to-day.
It is a significant fact that before he left the country an old
Native Officer came to him and implored him not to leave
them; and when he found that his wish could not be granted
he gave vent to the following prophetic remark. "Ah,
then, something will go wrong; those who know and
understand us are leaving us; mischief is brewing and now
men are coming who will only hasten the danger."x
But the secret of Arthur Wellesley's successful work in
India lay within the man himself.
For [says Sir John Fortescue] he was not content merely to put down
that which was wrong; he strove unceasingly to exhalt the right, and
to raise the standard of duty and integrity. And he brought to the
task the mightiest strength that can reinforce an indomitable will, clean
hands and a clean heart.2
1 Ellesmere, p. 130.                            2 Fortescue^ p. 40.